
REFLECTIONS ON HOLY WEEK 2020 
 

My brothers and sisters in the Lord, 
 
This Holy Week will be very different from any Holy Week any of us have ever 
experienced!  Most of us look forward to the opportunity to be together – even in a 
crowded Church – especially on Good Friday and Easter.  But this year, we will be 
participating through Livestream; hopefully we can make it a meaningful and prayerful 
experience.  Even though you are “viewing” the service, try to think of yourself as an 
active part of the celebration itself.  For instance, have your Bible open to Matthew’s 
account of the Passion (Palm Sunday) or John’s account (Good Friday) to follow the 
various prayers of the rituals.  Try to imagine what Jesus was going through or what the 
disciples felt.  Remember that Scripture and liturgy are not recalling past events; they 
are connecting us with the all-present victorious Lord Jesus who has conquered sin and 
death.  Try to think of encountering His mercy and love for us all and how His love is 
always drawing people closer to Him and each other at the same time.  All the events of 
Holy Week are a journey into greater intimacy with Him and each other. 
 
Even as we celebrate the Holy Week rituals by telecommunications rather than direct 
flesh-to-flesh contact, it is important to think of the experience as a true “event” between 
the presider and the community.  We are sharing in the Lord’s Paschal Mystery.  We 
are not simply recalling it nor are we simply trying to connect with a ritual that is being 
performed for us.  We are true participants in a dynamic mystery, the Death-
Resurrection of Christ in 2020 with us in a pandemic setting. 
 
At this time in our lives, perhaps more than ever we can appreciate the importance and 
mystery of “remembrance.”  Remembrance is more than just recalling something or 
someone.  At this time of isolation and separation, we need to keep alive the memory of 
the past and to dwell with joy and gratitude on prior Palm Sundays, Holy Thursdays, 
Good Fridays and Easters.  We can experience personal healing through 
remembrance; making the past present brings a smile and joy.  Remembrance also 
helps us look with hopefulness to the future.  In other words, we remember not only 
what has been but we remember that there will be another Holy Week in 2021 and that 
we are headed for a heavenly Easter.  We remember that there will still be admission of 
new people into the Church later this year who were not able to enjoy that experience at 
the normal setting of the Easter Vigil.   
 
As we go through Holy Week, think of yourself as an active participant by looking ahead 
and thinking about the event we are celebrating; look online and read the prayers ahead 
of time.  It can be a very powerful experience for us all.  I look forward to celebrating 



these days in communion with you.  I do not think of it as a “performance,” but as a true 
dialogue with you through the media.  Try to have that same spirit as we go through 
these things; we are going to share an encounter with the mysterious living Lord Jesus 
Christ and how He is drawing us closer to Him and to each other through His Passion, 
Death and Resurrection. Even as we face unusual limitations with Stay Safe sheltering 
we still need to be united in a spiritual way to celebrate our faith.  As Celie said to Shug 
in The Color Purple, we don’t “do Church” to find God but to share Him!  We can do that 
through the internet and Livestream. 
 
Not being able to receive the Eucharist these days also teaches us a lesson: that 
Eucharistic Communion is not simply swallowing the host but it is truly an immersion 
into the Body of Christ, a letting go of our ego and choosing to be part of a great 
mystery.  We bring to our celebration our sufferings and fears, our joys and hopes, our 
gratitude for all that has been and all that will be.  Every prayer is part of the prayer of 
the whole Church; this is especially true during Holy Week.  Let us strive to think with 
the mind and heart of the Risen Christ who is beyond all space and time and in whose 
Body we are active members, giving and receiving. 
 
Your brother in the Lord, 


